
How are MIS Kids Doing? 
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FEBRUARY 2010 

inspiring principled  

GLOBAL citizens  

and lifelong learners 

This month our Kindergarten through Eighth Grade 
parents will receive report cards regarding their child’s 
progress this year.  The dedication and commitment of 
our teachers to your child’s continuous growth is 
inherent in these reports. . 
 
MIS students work to meet the standards set by the 
International Baccalaureate Organization 
(IBO).   Assessment at MIS is a continuous process 
necessary to inform curriculum design, faculty and 
student reflection, teaching methods and practices, as 
well as students and their families.  MIS believes that 
assessment should allow students to demonstrate the 
knowledge they have acquired. We use a variety of 
assessment strategies to ensure that our students are 
meeting specific learning outcomes.  The two report 
cards issued in February and June are narrative report 
cards to give you a whole and clear picture of your child 
as a student at MIS.  Middle School students also receive 
letter grades.  
 
 

 

Although, MIS students do not participate in No Child 
Left Behind testing for benchmarking or reporting 
purposes, we do administer a standardized reading 
assessment twice a year in English and Spanish to 
measure student progress in reading accuracy, fluency, 
and comprehension.  This assessment is called the 
Development Reading Assessment (DRA) and is 
administered across the country to provide grade level 
reading achievement scores.  For MIS, it helps us 
understand the strengths and needs of our students’ 
developing literary skills, but it also provides a tool for 
comparing how our students are doing compared to 
their grade level peers nationwide.  The results of this 
assessment are always interesting.  As you know, MIS’s 
K/1 classes are 100% Spanish immersion with no formal 
English instruction in the content areas.  This fall, after 
only two months of formal English instruction, 90% of 
our second grade students are at or above grade level in 
English compared to their peers in English only 
schools.  This percentage continues to increase as the 
children progress through the grades at MIS.  These 
results support the notion that learning a second 
language enhances a child’s proficiency and 
development of their first language in addition to 
learning the second language.  

 

We hope you enjoy reading your child’s report card and 
celebrating the many ways in which they are growing, 
developing, and maturing! 

Julie Lennox, 
Head of School 

International Baccalaureate Organization  (IBO) is in the news!  Check out this month’s 

highlighted article  (link from www.mismt.org/calendar.html) 

International School Built to Serve 

Congratulations 

to MIS Middle 

School Students! 
Many MIS middle school students have 
published writing this year: 

Indigo Ryan’s “The Not So Deadly 
Murder” published in Teen Ink  
Lily Chumrau’s poem “Shadows” 
published in Creative Kids 
Stella Gardner’s poem “BEACH” 
published in Creative Kids 
Luke Garnaas’s poem “Parkour” 
published in Creative Kids 
Lucas Stokstad’s poem “Snow” 
published in Mamalode 
Scarlet Kaplan’s “Wrong Day” published 
in Endurance News. 

 

We also want  to congratulate 8th grader, 
Ezekiel Peterson , who received an award for 
excellence in academics for ALGEBRA 1 at 
Hellgate High School during the fall of 2009. 

Check out the Middle 

School Bulletin Board across 

from the main office for 

more details! 

 

 

 

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/fl20090411a1.html


Honoring a  Long-time Volunteer 

2004 was a big year for Missoula International School.  MIS moved out of our little yellow house on South Avenue and 

into the huge Prescott building.  I remember meeting upstairs in the art room (Ted’s 4/5 classroom 

now) to talk about how to possibly fill the Prescott building.  Tami Bayer (mother of Everett and Garet Bayer, now in 

5th and 2nd grades respectively) had a fabulous idea of starting a parent’s association.  Her vision was to find a way to 

bridge the parents to the classroom, and families to their new school.  The MIS Parents Association emerged as a way 

to develop a welcoming climate that would build a strong sense of community for all parents, teachers, and staff.   

That idea remains the mission of the Parent Association Council today, and we have a vibrant volunteer community at 

MIS in part because of the efforts of the Parent Association Council and Tami’s vision. 

      I want to thank Tami for her role in this group over the past 6 years. She has served as the PA Council President and 

Volunteer Coordinator.  She has made hundreds of phone calls, lists, and scheduled events to ensure our school’s 

community success.  I do so appreciate all her time and efforts. 

      This winter, she is handing her clipboard over to Jennifer Williamson (mother of Paige and Max Williamson in 2nd 

grade and 4/5 preschool).  Jennifer will be our new Volunteer Coordinator.  We all will be there to support her in her 

new role.  Congratulations, Jennifer, and thank you, Tami, for your years of hard work! 

 

Sally Lane 

MIS PA Council President 

Every February brings the excitement of Salsa Ball, MIS’s annual 

benefit evening.  This year MIS is trying something new: Salsa Ball 

Family Night.  In essence, Family Night will provide a fun evening of 

games and dancing for the whole family! Family Night will also open 

bidding on the silent auction, which will continue during the first few 

hours of Salsa Ball: Passport to the World the following evening at the 

Holiday Inn Parkside.  Don’t miss Family Night’s fun, but make sure 

you have a babysitter for the following night so you can attend Salsa 

Ball: Passport to the World!   

This year’s Salsa Ball: Passport to the World offers guests the chance 

to: bid on their favorite auction items (yes, we have some GREAT 

things this year!!); enjoy the company of other Missoulians who 

support the mission and vision of MIS; boogie down to Missoula’s 

newest world rhythm band; and show off their world trivia 

knowledge at Salsa Ball Jeopardy hosted by Brad and (the lovely) 

Kelly Chumrau.  It is an evening NOT TO BE MISSED!  And the best 

part of it all is that amidst all the fun and celebration, guests will have 

the chance to support diversity at MIS.  All proceeds from this year’s 

event will directly support financial aid at our school.  So invite your 

friends, your family, and your neighbors to this incredible (FREE!) 

benefit.   

Many thanks to all the businesses in Missoula who choose to support 

international education by donating to the Salsa Ball silent auction 

and/or sponsoring this event.  Community support makes it possible. 

A Community of Support 

DONõT MISS THESE EVENTS! 

SALSA BALL FAMILY 

NIGHT 
When: Friday, February 19th from 

5:00-8:00 p.m. 

Where: MIS gym 

What: Silent Auction, Games, 

authentic Mexican food & a Latin 

Discotheque… this event is fun for 

the whole family! 
Bring cash for food & games. 

 

SALSA BALL: PASSPORT 

TO THE WORLD 
When: Saturday, February 20th 

doors open at 5:00 p.m. 

Where: Holiday Inn Parkside  

What: Silent Auction & hors 

d’oeuvres, dinner, a time to support 

MIS, dancing to a new Missoula band 

& Salsa Ball Jeopardy. 

RSVP: To Chris Mathers 

cmathers@mismt.org by 2/17/10 

Bring your check book to support MIS. 

. 



Haiti, Pennies for Peace, global 

warming, sustainable resources, Darfur, Amnesty International, Habitat for 

Humanity, The Poverello Center, The Food Bank, and the YWCA all compel us to act 

by devoting our time and resources.   There are so many worthwhile causes and 

only one me.  The pressure to reach out daily and do something prolific can leave 

one feeling overwhelmed and inadequate.  There is so much need.  Tev `^kÿq vlr 

help?  Tebobÿp vlro `ljm^ppflk<  Alkÿq vlr rkabopq^ka elt fjmloq^kq qefp fp<  I sometimes 

wonder, “How much is enough?” 

I confronted myself with this dilemma the other night.  I reflected and searched for inspiration.  I doubt my heroes, 

Martin Luther King Jr., Rachel Carson or John Lennon, ever asked, “How much is enough?”   Am I selfish, jaded, or just 

too easily overwhelmed?  What difference do I really make?  After wrestling with these demons for what seemed an 

eternity; I was reminded of my grandfather. Paul Chumrau was a man of action. Plaques, street names and other 

commemorative monikers can be found throughout Missoula thanking him for his service to the community.  Yet his 

family gives mixed reviews on his character.  It seems in his service to others he sometimes forgot about those closest 

to him. I am not among my grandpa’s naysayers.  He taught me how to make pancakes and to shoot free throws.  He 

took me to the fair and imparted little wisdoms that I find invaluable today.  My grandfather’s contributions to 

Missoula never mattered much to me when I was a kid; I just treasured my time with him. He is one of the reasons I 

became a teacher.  Our time together was profoundly influential to me.  So much of him resides in me.  I am thankful 

he took the time from his causes to be my grandpa. 

Our circles of influence are much closer than we think.  Sometimes we overlook the small yet beautiful things we do 

each day to make the world a better place.  So today I texted my twenty dollars to Haiti, engaged young minds, sorted 

the recycling, and thought about riding my bike to school tomorrow.  Then, I went and made pancakes with my 

daughter. 

āFk qefp ifcb tb `^kklq al dob^q qefkdp+ Tb `^k lkiv al pj^ii qefkdp tfqe dob^q ilsb+Ă 

 -Mother Teresa 

Teacher Talk 

Brad Chumrau, 
4/5 Grade English 

Teacher 

 

¡MUCHAS GRACIAS! 
Thank you to MIS dad, Sid 

Graef, and Spectrum, Inc. 

for donating 10% of 

window cleaning profit to 

MIS during the month of 

June 2010!   
If you have questions or ideas 

for fundraising at MIS, please 

contact Chris Mathers, Director 

of Development, at 

cmathers@mismt.org or  

542-9924. 

To contact Spectrum, Inc. 

please call 544-4289. 

HENS FOR HAITI! 
MIS students and their siblings have taken action this month by 

choosing to sell their chicken’s eggs on Thursday mornings in 

order to raise money for Haiti.  A dozen eggs go for $5.  
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We believe our community of learners will impact the world in positive 

ways as we embrace international friendships, share 

information and ideas in multiple languages, and forge 

creative solutions through cross-cultural dialogue.  
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Visit www.mismt.org/calendar.html for upcoming events! 

Lineage Dance at MIS: Thursday, February 4, 2010.  Assembly at 1:15 p.m.  Workshop from 

3:30-5:00 p.m.  Performance at 6:00 p.m.  

K-8 All School Valentine’s Day Party: Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 2:00 p.m.  in the gym. 

Presidents Day NO SCHOOL: Monday, February 15, 2010. 

RSVP for SALSA BALL: Wednesday, February 17, 2010 (email cmathers@mismt.org)  

Salsa Ball Family Night: Friday, February 19, 2010 from 5:00-8:00 p.m. at MIS. 

SALSA BALL: PASSPORT TO THE WORLD: Saturday, February 20, 2010 at the Holiday 

Inn Parkside (doors open at 5:00 p.m.) 

Daylight Savings Time begins: Sunday, March 14, 2010… Spring ahead! 

SPRING BREAK: Monday, March 29—Friday, April 2, 2010 

Parent Teacher Conferences: Wednesday-Thursday, April 7-8, 2010 (Wednesday evening 

and all day Thursday).  K-8 conferences will be student-led. 

No School: Thursday-Friday, April 8-9, 2010 due to Parent Teacher Conferences. 

Be a Community Friend 

The University of Montana’s Foreign Student Services works with a 

community organization known as the Missoula International 

Friendship Program (MIFP) which matches Missoula area families with 

a university student from another country.  MIFP is always looking for 

more Community Friends for the 430 international students from 75 

countries who currently attend UM.  Many MIS families have chosen to 

be Community Friends to a foreign student.  These families have 

enjoyed the benefits of getting to know a university student from a 

different part of the world and introducing that student to life in 

Missoula.  Community Friends do not house their foreign student; they 

simply include that student in various family activities throughout the 

year.    

If your family is interested in learning more about the Missoula 
International Friendship Program please contact Carrie Gajdosik at 
mifp.news@gmail.com or 274-4911, or you can apply to be a 
Community Friend online at http://mifp.org/forms.aspx. The next 
matching of families and students will be for the Fall 2010 semester, but 
you can submit your application in now. 

FREE GERMAN 

CLASS 

FOR KIDS 

When: February 12, 2010 

at 11:00 a.m. 

Where: Missoula 

Children’s Museum 

What: Parent-child class 

for kids ages 0-8 years old.   

The theme will be  

“Life on the Farm.” 

Questions:  

Call Elke West  

375-9243 

mailto:mifp.news@gmail.com
http://mifp.org/forms.aspx

