
Fifth Grade PYP Exhibition  
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Spring is an exciting time at MIS. This year MIS will 
host its first PYP Exhibition for students in the 5th 
grade. All students in IB World Schools 
participation in an Exhibition during their final 
year of the Primary Years Program. The IB exhibition 
is a common thread in PYP schools all over the 
world. This culminating unit of inquiry marks the 
final stage of their PYP journey at MIS.  It also sets 
the stage for their Middle Years Program (MYP) 
experience in middle school.   

Qefp vb^oÿp buef_fqflk fp `lkkb`qba ql qeb 
transdisciplinary theme Sharing the Planet. The 
`bkqo^i fab^ clo qefp rkfq fp) ā>`qfkd rmlk lro 
discoveries leads to a deeper understanding of 
social systems and their impact on finite 
obplro`bp+Ă 

After an initial period of exploration into the 
central idea, our twelve 5th graders were grouped 
into four groups of three.  As a group they chose an 
area of interest within the framework of the 
central idea.  The students then developed 
questions to guide their inquiries. The groups have 
chosen topics that are challenging them to adopt 
different perspectives and question commonly held 
beliefs and understandings.   They are truly putting 
the IB Learner Profile into action as they 
investigate their topics.  Alex, Avery, and Molly are 
investigating meat consumption. Madelyn, Georgia, 
and Everett are inquiring into childhood obesity 
and diabetes.  Hannah, Gus, and Lia are researching 
the effect of pollution on rivers and the Milltown 
Dam, while Granger, Ava, and Ariella are unpacking 
the issues surrounding wolves and livestock.  Each 
group is assigned an English research mentor and a 
Spanish mentor.  Their mentors help guide them 
through the inquiry process. After several weeks of 
research and reflection students will determine a 
course of action they can take regarding what they 
have learned.  Students have accessed information 
from a variety of resources and are working on 
synthesizing their ideas.  Great ideas for action are 
being formulated.  Student presentations will have 
an oral, visual, and written component in English, 
as well as a dramatic component in Spanish.  
Student exhibitions will be shared with the MIS 
community on May 26th and 27th (more details to 
follow). Please join us in celebrating the 5th graders 
and their hard work! 

Julie Lennox,  
Head of School 

Friday, May 21, 2010  
Field Day at MIS  

MIS preschool through 8th grade 

students will team up for a 

morning of Field Day games and 

activities (9:00 -11:30 a.m.).  

The morningõs activities will 

culminate with a lunch 

coordinated by MISõs  

Parent Association Council.  

Playground Design 

Charrette  
for MIS parents and students 

hosted by MISõs Playground Task 

Force in the gym from 12:30 ð 

2:00 p.m.  

(following Field Day lunch).  

Kickball Game  
An all school (K -8) kickball game 

will conclude the day of  

fun-filled activities.  

 

Parents are encouraged to 

volunteer for the morning of 

Field Day, attend lunch, and 

participate in the 

Playground Design 

Charrette!  Questions? Talk 

to Joann at the main office.  



While summer approaches rapidly, many of us at MIS 
are thinking beyond summer and planning for next fall.  
The MIS faculty and staff are planning for a few 
transitions next fall as we say farewell to a few of our 
þc^jfivÿ ^ka illh clot^oa ql tbi`ljfkd pljb kbt 
members next year.   
 

CHRIS MATHERS, MIS Director of 
Development, is moving on to new and 
exciting opportunities and life 
transitions.   Not only is Chris getting 
married on June 5th, but she is starting 
her own company as a communications 
and graphic design consultant for small 
businesses and nonprofits, and staying 
true to MIS values of lifelong learning by returning to 
UM as a part-time student in media arts next fall.  She 
will also be acting as an intern for the national 
nonprofit, DemocracyInAction, beginning in July.  She 
looks forward to volunteering in MIS classrooms next 
vb^o+  @eofpÿp i^pq a^v lc tloh arofkd qeb p`elli vb^o tfii 
be Friday, May 28, since she is taking two weeks 
vacation time around her wedding.  
 

EDEN ATWOOD, MIS Music Teacher, also 
a newlywed, finds herself itching to 
return to her life as a touring Jazz 
singer.  As a result, she has decided to 
leave her position as MIS Music Teacher 
to allow her to do this.  She and her new 
husband, Claude,  also a professional 
musician, plan to focus more time on 
developing a private studio.  So your 

child may still have the opportunity to develop their 
music talent under the guidance of Eden. 
 

NATALIE BAKER, MIS PE Teacher, is 
moving with her husband and new 
baby, Aspen, to Austin, Texas!  They 
both plan to find teaching positions and 
benefit from being much closer to 
family.  

 

Seasonal Transitions  

 

Order your copy of the 2009 -2010 MIS Yearbook TODAY! 
The 2009-2010 MIS Yearbook will include color photos of all students and faculty.   

They are a great keepsake.  Order yours today at the main office for $10/yearbook.   

Yearbooks will be available to take home in late May. 

Middle School Travels  

Last month, MIS 8th grade 

students travelled to La Paz, 

Baja Sur, Mexico with 4/5 

grade teacher, Ted Muhs.  They 

spent a week in La Paz and on 

La Isla Espiritu Santo with 

Ecology Project International 

(EPI) and a group of students 

from La Paz.  Highlights of 

their trip include snorkeling 

with sea lions, painting a mural 

in La Paz and giving bilingual 

books (created by all middle 

school students) to students in 

La Paz. 

Meanwhile the 6th & 7th graders 

explored the Grand Tetons at Teton 

Science School with MIS teachers, 

Helena Koelle and Brad Chumrau.  

They studied the flora and fauna of the 

region on snowshoes and enjoyed each 

lqeboÿp `ljm^kv+ 


